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Beautiful, innovative and simple - this should be the blueprint for tomorrow’s home.

Sean Dix takes us on a tour
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PREVIOUS PAGES

The cantilevered sofa -
Sean’s favournite piece of
furniture in the home -
lends the space a sense
of lightness

THIS PAGE

Light woods and
splashes of orange give
the minimalist look a
warm, inviting update

OPPOSITE PAGE

Thus lovely coffee table,
ramed XXX forits
criscrossing legs, was
designed by

dix limited
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Something interesting happens when we describe a space as a “home of tomes

row". Call anything futuristic and your audience immediately conjures up an image
a cold, sterile, impersonal space. We're not sure what the reason is for this inexplica
grim view of the future - whatever it is, we're here to prove it's misguided. The hos
on show here can only be described as the epitome of modern, functional design -
yet it's undoubtedly warm, inviting and very welcoming.

“The style of the space is comfortable, warm, natural and minimal - my clients dos®

have or want a lot of clutter in their lives,” says Sean Dix of the airy home in Wan Ch
Convention Plaza Apartments. “The home is designed as a calm and subdued antide

to the hectic life my clients lead, as a contrast to the frenetic life of Hong Kong below™
For this project, Sean, an interior architect and furniture designer, worked wat
designers Keikko Lee and Rosetta Lau from dix limited, Hong Kong, the design coms
pany that he founded. The client specified the need for a comfortable office as we
as an open kitchen and generous dining space, given their penchant for entertainisg
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With this in mind, the team collaborated
with contractor Shun Fai Decoration and
quickly managed to satisfy these requests,
not to mention find an effective solution
to the home’s tricky layout.

“Like many homes in Hong Kong,
space was limited and inefficiently dis-
tributed. Walls fell in the middle of win-
dows, and there was a general lack of
logic in the distribution of the space,”
Sean explains. “From the start, my idea
was to create as much of a sense of open-
ness as possible and to be efficient in the
divisions of space and the utilisation of
unlikely areas for storage.”

It is this last consideration in par-
ticular that lends the home its modern,
futuristic feel. The designers planned out
every inch of the space, to the extent that
there are slots cut into the desk and in the
bathroom cabinetry - for documents to
be shredded and for toilet paper to come
out of, obviously. Everything in the home
seems to be built in, tucked away and per-
fectly contained. “It’s designed as if it were
a luxury yacht,” says Sean proudly of the
two-bedroom apartment. “Not one square
centimetre is wasted.”
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The home has a modern,

futuristic feel. “It’s designed
as 1f it were a luxury yacht,”
says Sean
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This design concept is particularly evident in the kitchen
~ Sean’s favourite space within the home. He describes it as a
“James Bond design, with dozens of carefully thought-out built-
in details”, and it certainly is. The corners of the counter, for
example, have hidden carousels so that the ventilation system
seems to rise mysteriously out of the surface, Other features
include the lighting, which is completely hidden but carefully
positioned so that the work surface is constantly well illumi-
nated, as well as the archival library shelving, which slides fully
into the wall as a custom pantry area.

Even if vou don't immediately notice these subtle but help-
ful considerations - and youd certainly be forgiven for doing so
— the kitchen’s cantilevered design is hard to miss. The counters
seem to float lightly off the floor, an illusion enhanced by the
addition of lighting underneath, and Sean uses this technique
again to impressive effect with the living area’s sofa.

“The sectional sofa, a large cantilevered “L"... has a sense
of lightness because it is suspended and has soft lighting
underneath,” he points out, adding that looks can be deceiving

- the seemingly lightweight sofa has a surprising amount of

hidden storage behind the back cushions. “It's a perfect example
of the spirit of this project - comfortable, minimal, efficient
and rational.”

It’s the perfect choice of words to describe this contem-
porary vet welcoming space. The colour palette, which “leans
heavilyv on the warmth of natural woods... balanced by cool
grevs and dark orange accents”, is a refreshing take on the mini-
malist look that so often leans to a cold, utilitarian approach.
This home, on the contrary, blends innovative, modern design
with warmth, personality and colour. Now, isn’t that what
tomorrow's home is reallv about?
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Sean’s clever use of
mirrors in the home
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Pure, pristine white sur-

faces in the bathroom.
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